
A Relaxing Holiday 

 

'Hello Madam. What can I do for you?' 

'I need a holiday.' 

'We arrange all kinds of holidays. What kind of holiday do you want? 

Do you want to visit one of the great cities of culture - Saint Petersburg, 

Milan, Berlin, Vienna, Delhi, Sydney, Shanghai - or Birmingham? 

Would you like the excitement of Broadway, Rio de Janeiro, Las Vegas, 

Miami, Barcelona, Bangkok - or perhaps a very lively pub in Newcastle on a 

Friday or Saturday night?' 

'No, no, no! Certainly not. It is essential that we have a quiet holiday. 

For years, our youngest son has been living with us with a succession of 

noisy and unpleasant girlfriends. It has been a very difficult time. Thank 

Heavens, this week he has left to live with his latest girlfriend, the most 

noisy and unpleasant of all. So now we can relax.' 

'Well, I have the perfect vacation for you. It is a long sea voyage on a 

cargo ship. These holidays are becoming more and more popular for people 

who want to get away from the stress of modern life. 

Look, this one is going from Liverpool to New Zealand via Panama. 

Approximately 35 nights from 2.930 € per person. It is a big container 

ship. You will have the owner's cabin, air conditioning, television, a very 

modern music system and an outdoor pool.' 

Four weeks later. 

'Hello Madam. Hello Sir. I am Guillaume Charpentier. I am your captain. 

Welcome aboard! My steward is going to take care of your baggage. Would 

you like to come into my cabin and I am going to introduce you to the 



other passengers. There are only two. They are in the cabin next to yours. 

It is going be a long voyage and there will be plenty of time to become 

close friends.' 

 

'Mom! Dad! What a lovely surprise!' 
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