
The Singer 

Charles is a singer. He likes to sing. He's been singing for 50 years. 

He sings all the time. 

He sings in the house. He sings in the garden. He sings in the bath. 

He sings under the shower. He sings in the lounge, in the dining 

room, in the kitchen, in the attic. 

During the night you can hear him singing in the bedroom. But 

sometimes in winter he loses his voice. 

He doesn't sing in his uncle's house because there is a big dog who 

doesn't like to hear him sing. He sings loudly in his aunt's house. 

There isn't a problem because his aunt is deaf. 

He sings in a high-pitched voice in the mountains. He sings in a low 

voice by the sea and in a deep voice in the cellar. Sometimes his wife 

shouts, 'For God's sake -- shut up! The dog is howling, the 

neighbours are leaving: the cat has fled'. But Charles continues to 

sing. 

Today Charles is singing in Bournemouth. He is the second tenor. But 

he is late. He has the flu, he has a bad cough, he has a headache, he 

has a sore throat. He's got the toothache, he has cut his lip and he 

has just bitten his tongue. Nevertheless he is going to sing. 

' You are late Charles!' 

'I am sorry Sir but I dropped my watch in the bath!' 

'Don't worry but hurry up. We must start.' 

Whilst he is singing, Charles notices a man who is looking and 

listening very carefully. Charles thinks that he has seen this man 



before somewhere. He must be a member of the University of the 

Third Age. 

When the show finishes, the man approaches Charles.' Well done 

Sir! You have an exceptional voice.' 

'No, not at all. I've got the flu!' 

' Nevertheless, you have sung beautifully. 

Listen. My name is Andrew Lloyd Webber and for twelve months I 

have been looking for the principle singer for my new musical 

comedy, 'Charlie is my Darling' at the Folies Bergeres. 

You are that singer!' 

 

You will be familiar with these two symbols which denote accents in 

written French - "aigu" and "grave". They are also used for high 

pitch and low pitch voice. Thus, "une voix aiguë " or "une voix grave. 
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