
 

 

The Pretty Driver 

 

It's a lovely day. Everything is going well. I wonder what I can do today. The 

housekeeper will look after the house. The au-pair will look after the baby. I 

think I will buy some clothes. I need new clothes. 

 

Where can I park? Usually, my husband parks near the cathedral and I think 

his car is parked there at the moment - but there aren't any nice shops near 

there. I will park here. There is enough space. 

 

Now. I would like one or two dresses, some shoes, stockings, socks, a skirt 

(perhaps two or three) a blouse, a nice belt, a coat, gloves and some Yves 

Saint-Laurent glasses. 

 

At the same time, I will look for some jewellery, a necklace, some earrings, a 

bracelet and perhaps a jewel for my nose and a ring for my lips. It would be 

nice as well if I could find a tattoo artist. 

 

Ah, there is a hairdresser! Why not? And now that's all, because we have to 

economise. There is a global recession. I must find my car. 

 

Later. 

'Hello Madam. You are English aren't you? ' 

'Yes Officer I am English but I speak a little French.' 

'Where did you learn French?' 

'At the University of the Third Age Officer.' * 

'Did you learn to read French as well?' 

'But yes Officer, we read a lot in French.' 

 

'And where did you buy your glasses Madam? 

'In the best shop. They were expensive but they are very smart aren't 

they? ' 

'Let's see. Can you read the sign, there?' 

"No Parking". 

'That's correct, Madam - and the other sign?' 

"No Parking". 

'Exactly. 



So, l am going to give you a kind of little love letter. ' 

'Thank you Officer. You are very kind. ' 

'I must say Madam that you are very pretty but it's an offence. 

You are parked just in front of the fire station.' 

 
Original stories written by Bernard Mouzer ©2009. Review and audio tracks by Patrick Buda. 

 
 

 

*The University of the Third Age (U3A) was started in France in 1973 by Pierre Vellas at 

the Faculty of Social Sciences in Toulouse. In France, U3A is mostly associated with a 

local university. This academic model is still used in some other countries, especially in 

continental Europe 

In 1982 U3A started in the United Kingdom in the form of co-operatives for older people 

to work in interest groups. Australia, Cyprus, Dominica, New Zealand and South Africa 

have developed in a similar way. Groups are usually led by a member with specialist 

knowledge. There are more than 800 branches in the UK. For example, in the Borough of 

Poole in Dorset there are currently about 1500 members and about 150 different groups. 

Leaders, organizers and helpers all work voluntarily. 

 

Links: worldu3a.org/  www.u3a.org.uk/ www.u3aonline.org.au/ 

 


