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The Great Escape 

 

Paris awoke this morning with news of a daring escape from the 

Santé prison by a group of prisoners led by an Englishman. The man 

was detained at the prison on the order of the examining 

magistrate, awaiting his trial. 

But the authorities should have been suspicious when the man gave 

his name as Nelson H*, 1 Victory Close, Trafalgar Avenue, 

Portsmouth and for his next of kin Arthur Wellesley**, Duke St., 

Wellington Gardens, Waterlooville***. Something unusual was sure 

to happen. 

The fugitive was aided in the escape by his mother who is an 

unemployed trapeze artist and who had  brought some lengths of 

very strong cable and some hooks under her clothes when she visited 

her son. 

It seems that she had planned, with friends from her life in the 

circus (the animal tamers, the jugglers, the acrobats, the tightrope 

walkers, the clowns, the magician and the Ringmaster) to bring some 

monkeys to create a diversion at the gate, while her son and his 

accomplices climbed the wall on the other side of the prison. They 

then descended, one by one, thanks to the neck of a waiting giraffe. 

This animal had been inactive for several years with a dislocated 

neck, until it was recently involved in two road accidents and two 

rabbit punches (whiplash incidents) - which miraculously restored its 

neck to a normal state. It had thus become closely attached to the 

Englishman, who had been responsible for these accidents. 



This has been one of the most incredible prison escapes of the 

century. Crowds of spectators watched as a group of circus ponies, 

two zebras, an ostrich and a lama galloped along the streets of the 

fourteenth district ridden at full speed by men in different outfits. 

Thinking that it was in order to announce a circus arriving in town 

the crowds laughed and applauded wildly. 

 A bit later, the animals were found in the Luxembourg Gardens in 

the sixth district. All the animals were tied to the Statue of Liberty 

- created by Frédéric Auguste Bartholdi - with a notice saying Long 

live Liberty ! 

But, despite police roadblocks and helicopter searches, the men have 

disappeared without trace. Some say they have gone east, others 

say they have gone northwest. 

Someone said that they are in Brittany. Another that they have 

been seen in the Auvergne. There are rumors of hideouts in the 

Dordogne. But the police say that they haven't the least idea where 

they are.' 

In the distance someone is whistling the Marseillaise. 

Where are they? 

 

* Admiral Horatio Nelson, English hero of the Napoleonic Wars. Died on 
HMS Victory at the decisive Battle of Trafalgar. 

 ** Arthur Wellesley, Duke of Wellington. Ended the Napoleonic wars at the 
Battle of Waterloo. 

 *** Waterlooville. Town in Hampshire. So named because some soldiers 
returning from Waterloo stayed there to celebrate their victory. 
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