
The Adventures of Albert 5   

The Examining Magistrate 

'Good Day Sir. I am Max Robespierre the examining magistrate. My 

duty is to enquire into serious crimes such as murder, rape - and other 

serious and complicated crimes. But first of all I would like to explain 

certain differences between the law in England and our law in France. 

 In England you have what is called an ‘adversarial system’. That is to 

say, a contest between the prosecution and the defence with the judge 

as referee who explains and interprets the rules. It can perhaps be 

compared with a mediaeval tournament or a boxing or wrestling match. 

It is a system very appropriate for a country full of hooligans and of 

criminals at all levels of society. 

Here in France we have what is called an ‘inquisitorial system’- a judicial 

system where the court is involved in the enquiries into the facts of 

the case. My duty is to seek all the evidence both for and against your 

guilt – but I am very busy and I haven’t time for evidence against your 

guilt. 

This system was used by the Spanish Inquisition. I am very proud to 

follow in the steps of those inquisitors. They knew how to obtain 

evidence, no matter whether true or not, and I’m going to continue in 

the same manner. Unfortunately, I cannot use all the methods that 

were used in those days to obtain information. 

I am not authorized to use hot coals or the rack – but I have something 

better.' 

'Really, what is it?' 



'Unless you admit your crime I’m going to put you in prison for a brief 

stay.' 

'No problem for me. Prison! It’s a joke, a walk in the park.' 

'Not in France Sir. The European Council for Human Rights has said 

that the conditions here are scandalous with dirty toilets etc. to the 

limit of human dignity. The Doctor of the Santé Prison in Paris said 

that « the detainees live in misery, surrounded by rats and 

cockroaches and that there are brutal rapes and fights every day. 

(very convenient for the English of course). 

The place is an inhumane nightmare, an everlasting shame to France. » 

The suicide rate is the highest in Western Europe with over 100 

suicides each year. Infectious diseases are widespread and there is a 

high risk of transmitting HIV and other viruses. Lack of hygiene, 

promiscuity, sexual violence, overcrowding and violence exacerbate the 

risks.  

What do you say?' 

'I’m sorry Sir. I confess everything. I will tell you everything that you 

want. What do you want to  know?'  

'Your excuses are not accepted because you haven’t pronounced 

'désolé' correctly. When there is a single S between two vowels one 

pronounces S as Z - as in Des O Connor. 

You are going to prison.’ 
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