
The Adventures of Albert 10    

 

A Visit to the Zoo. 

'You and your friends are going to be very busy today Albert.' 

 

'What are we going to do?' responded Albert. 

 

'We’re going to the zoo' said Ivan. 'More exactly we are going to the 

Ménagerie du Jardin des Plantes. It is one of the oldest zoological 

gardens in the world, founded during the French Revolution in 1793.' 

 

'It shows to the public about 1000 large animals: 270 mammals of 50 

species, 330 birds of 80 species, 200 reptiles of 50 species, 200 

amphibians of 10 species, as well as 1200 invertebrates from about 50 

species in the Vivarium. But first of all, we will lunch in an Italian 

restaurant.' 

 

'You are going to work hard this afternoon so you can choose the most 

expensive menu. There is nothing to pay. We have an arrangement with 

restaurants and banks in Paris. They look after us and we look after 

their drains. Otherwise, the drain could become seriously blocked! Do 

you see what I mean?' 

 

'Sometimes, we dine in the restaurant. At other times, we order room 

service and the meal is served in the sewer. 



The network of sewers is vast. It covers the whole of the city. It is 

good and the accommodation is free. We are not likely to be knocked 

over by a bus, struck by lightning or mugged by yobs. There isn’t a lot 

of noise and there isn’t too much traffic or loud music. There aren't 

too many people. It is peaceful.' 

 

'The restaurant is in the fifth district, on the left bank of the Seine in 

the heart of the Latin Quarter. It is about 2 km from here. We’re 

going to start in a small boat and then walk. 

The restaurant is 4 star and I am afraid that you will have  to wear a 

necktie. You will also need thick gloves and sturdy boots.' 

 

'We have a problem. The people of Paris have started to buy exotic 

animals as pets and sometimes these animals become too big and too 

difficult to look after so their owners throw them out – into the 

sewers: and they reproduce! Thus, we have a colony of alligators under 

Montmartre. We want to take them to the Menagerie. But they are 

happy there where they are and don’t want to move. These creatures 

are very nervous, neurotic even.' 

 

'One of them is enormous. He also suffers from paranoia. He had been 

treated by an animal psychiatrist but, unfortunately, the alligator 

didn’t like the psychiatrist and he has eaten his feet! 

This is why you need thick gloves and sturdy boots.' 
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